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Acer cappadocicum ‘Rubrum’ (Rubrum Caucasian Maple, synonym: Acer colchicum ‘Rubrum’) was marketed by

Baumschule Booth in Germany in 1838. This cultivar was selected for its beautiful leaves that bud red-violet and its

red hue that you can still see on the leaves that turn dark green in summer. As a standard or multi-stem tree, the

Rubrum Caucasian Maple can reach a height of 15 metres, with a round to wide, egg-shaped, semi-open crown that is

up to 9 metres wide. 

The Rubrum Caucasian Maple is a sight to behold with its decorative leaves that bud in tones of deep red and violet.

In the summer, the leaves turn dark green with a red sheen, and its deep golden yellow autumn colours are truly

phenomenal. The tree blooms in May with bright yellow standing corymbs. Acer cappadocicum ‘Rubrum’ produces a

lot of nectar and pollen for bees. Young twigs are dark purple with white stripes; later on, they turn green. In its

younger stages, the grey-brown bark has vertical stripes, and in older trees, the bark peels off. 

Acer cappadocicum ‘Rubrum’ is an elegant tree for avenues and as a solitary tree, it is perfect for parks and large

gardens. The species can also be planted in wide streets if there is enough space in the planting area. Furthermore,

with its dense branches, the selection is perfect for use as a shade tree. The Rubrum Caucasian Maple is not suitable

for use in sealed pavement. The Rubrum cultivar can tolerate periods of draught, but the tree is not very wind-proof.

Acer cappadocicum ‘Rubrum’ has quite a shallow root system, and the tree thrives in humous, moist environments in

sun or partial shade.
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TYPES OF PLANTING

Tree types: standard trees, multi-stemmed trees, shade trees  |  Topiary on stem: block, roof-trained, vase, multi-stem umbrella, espalier,

pleached 

 

USE

Location: avenue, park, central reservation, large garden, cemetery  |  Pavement: none  |  Planting concepts: Eco planting 

 

CHARACTERISTICS

Crown shape: wide egg-shaped  |  Crown structure: semi-open  |  Height: 10 - 15 m  |  Width: 6 - 9 m  |  Winter hardiness zone: 6A - 8B 

 

ASPECTS

Wind: intolerant to wind  |  Soil: loess, sabulous clay, peaty, light clay, sand, loamy soil  |  Nutrient level: moderately rich in nutrients, rich in

nutrients  |  Soil moisture level: moist  |  Light requirements: sun, partial shade  |  pH range: acidic, neutral  |  Host plant/forage plant: bees,

butterflies, nectar value 5, pollen value 5  |  Extreme environments: tolerant to dryness 

 

PLANTKENMERKEN

Flowers: corymbose, discrete, standing  |  Flower colour: bright yellow  |  Flowering period: May - May  |  Leaf colour: buds red-violet, dark

green  |  Leaves: deciduous, palmate, opposite, lobate  |  Autumn colour: golden yellow  |  Fruits: discrete, winged  |  Fruit colour: yellow-

brown  |  Bark colour: orange, grey-brown  |  Bark: peeling, striped  |  Twig colour: violet, green  |  Twigs: striped, polished  |  Root system:

shallow 
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