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Albizia julibrissin ‘Boubri’ (silk tree Boubri) is a selection of Albizia julibrissin boasting excellent hardiness and dark blooms. The

selection was made at Pépinières Bourquin Soules in Tarbes, France, in 1990 and made commercially available by André Briant.

Silk tree ‘Boubri’ attains a height of between eight and fifteen metres and forms a characteristic, broadly fan-shaped crown seven

to ten metres in diameter with its horizontal branches.  

Albizia julibrissin ‘Boubri’ flowers very profusely at an early age. The abundance of fragrant pink-red flowers cover the tree from

July to August. They adorn the tips of the branches and emerge above the foliage in large striking clusters. The flowers have long

silky stamens, giving the appearance of fluffy little balls. Although fully hardy, it flowers best in a sheltered sunny position. The

tree’s flowers are a valuable source of nectar for bees at a time when there are few flowers out. The flowers are followed by broad

flat pods. The bark of the tree is smooth and grey in colour. Juvenile branches are green and change to grey-brown. The foliage of

Albizia julibrissin ‘Boubri’ has a ferny appearance and consists of 40 cm-long doubly pinnate leaves, darker than the species. The

tree closes its leaves at night by folding them in tightly.

‘Boubri’ is a lovely cultivar of the species producing beautiful dark blooms that appears to be hardier than the species. Planting

this fast-growing tree creates a Mediterranean feel. The transparent crown casts a nice shade but becomes very broad and thus

requires sufficient space. Albizia julibrissin ‘Boubri’ grows on any soil type and can tolerate a lot of dry and hot conditions. Poor

soils do not pose any problem because of the tree’s ability to fix nitrogen in the soil.
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TYPES OF PLANTING

Tree types: standard trees, half-stem trees, multi-stemmed trees  |  Topiary on stem: multi-stem umbrella 

 

USE

Location: park, central reservation, in containers, large garden, cemetery, coastal area  |  Pavement: none  |  Planting concepts: urban planting 

 

CHARACTERISTICS

Crown shape: wide vase-shaped  |  Crown structure: semi-open  |  Height: 8 - 15 m  |  Width: 7 - 10 m  |  Winter hardiness zone: 7B - 10B 

 

ASPECTS

Wind: tolerant to wind, slightly tolerant to coastal wind  |  Soil: loess, sabulous clay, light clay, sand, loamy soil  |  Nutrient level: low in

nutrients, moderately rich in nutrients, rich in nutrients  |  Soil moisture level: very dry, dry, moist  |  Light requirements: sun  |  pH range:

acidic, neutral, alkaline  |  Host plant/forage plant: bees, butterflies  |  Extreme environments: tolerant to dryness, tolerates heat 

 

PLANTKENMERKEN

Flowers: raceme, heads, striking, scented  |  Flower colour: pink-red  |  Flowering period: July - August  |  Leaf colour: dark green, buds bright

green  |  Leaves: deciduous, laciniate, bipinnate, Nitrogen fixing  |  Fruits: striking, large, pod  |  Fruit colour: pale brown  |  Bark colour:

grey  |  Bark: smooth  |  Twig colour: olive green, pale grey  |  Twigs: bare, horizontal branches, pendulous, long shoots  |  Root system: shallow,

moderately branched, coarse roots, roots push up surface 
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