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Pinus mugo subsp. uncinata (mountain pine, synonym Pinus uncinata, Pinus mugo var. rostrata) comes from the

mountains of North-East Spain, the Pyrenees and the western Alps. It differs most notably from the other Pinus

mugo subspecies on account of the fact that it grows somewhat taller and can reach a height of 24 metres and 10

metres wide. The crown is densely branched and wide oval to pyramidal with upward-growing branches, arranged in

whorls. Pinus mugo subsp. uncinata also works well as a quirky multi-stem but upright tree, with what looks like a

slightly more irregular flattened spherical shape crown.

The green to pale brown ripening cones of the mountain pine differ clearly from those of Pinus mugo on account of

the highly inclined base, and the scales have a pyramidal top with its tip folded down in a hook. The dark green, three

to six centimetre long needles are similar to those of the other Pinus mugo and arranged closely in pairs of two on the

branches. The fragrant needles stay on the tree for between five and ten years. In May the tree produces yellow male

and red female flowers which are on the tips of the branches. The bark of the branches and sapwood is grey brown,

flaky and scaly. 

The mountain pine grows as a pioneer species in areas where other trees cannot and thrives on poor, wet to dry soils.

A site that is exposed to the wind, coastal wind or extreme cold pose no problem either. This strong tree is, therefore,

very suited for planting in parks and gardens. But also makes an excellent candidate for roofs for example as a single

specimen or in groups. Plant Pinus mugo subsp. uncinata in a sunny site and avoid paved areas. 
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TYPES OF PLANTING

Tree types: feathered trees, multi-stemmed trees, conifers  |  Topiary on stem: multi-stem umbrella  |  Topiary: beehive, globe 

 

USE

Location: park, central reservation, in containers, roof garden, large garden, cemetery, traffic areas, industrial zones, coastal area  |  Pavement:

none  |  Planting concepts: Solid planting, Prairie planting 

 

CHARACTERISTICS

Crown shape: wide oval, pyramidal  |  Crown structure: dense  |  Height: 15 - 24 m  |  Width: 6 - 10 m  |  Winter hardiness zone: 4A - 10B 

 

ASPECTS

Wind: tolerant to wind, tolerant to coastal wind  |  Soil: loess, sabulous clay, peaty, heavy clay, light clay, sand, loamy soil, all soils  |  Nutrient

level: low in nutrients, moderately rich in nutrients  |  Soil moisture level: dry, moist, wet  |  Light requirements: sun  |  pH range: acidic,

neutral  |  Extreme environments: tolerant to dryness, tolerates air pollution, tolerates heat 

 

PLANTKENMERKEN

Flowers: raceme, discrete  |  Flower colour: yellow, red  |  Flowering period: May - May  |  Leaf colour: dark green  |  Leaves: evergreen, long

needles, scented, dentate  |  Fruits: striking, cones  |  Fruit colour: pale brown, green  |  Bark colour: grey-brown  |  Bark: peeling, slightly

furrowed  |  Twig colour: grey-green  |  Twigs: pendulous, thickly branched  |  Root system: shallow, extensive, highly branched 
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