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Tilia henryana is one of the most distinctive lime tree species. It is native to large parts of central China and Taiwan. The tree was

described in 1890 by the Polish botanist Ignaz von Szyszyłowicz and introduced into cultivation in 1901 by the botanist Ernest

Wilson. In the warmer regions of its native range, it can develop a broad, ovate to rounded, semi-open crown reaching

approximately twenty-five meters in height and twenty meters in width. In cultivation, the crown is usually more compact,

reaching about fifteen meters high and ten meters wide.

The leaves of Tilia henryana are highly distinctive, making the tree immediately recognizable by the long “fringes” along the leaf

margins. These almost needle-like teeth are exceptionally elongated. Early in the season, the foliage emerges in bronze, pink-red

to orangish tones and is covered with silvery star-shaped hairs. During summer, the leaves turn into a soft sea-green color,

followed in autumn by striking yellow-orange hues. The creamy yellow flower clusters are also very conspicuous, as they are

extremely large and consist of fifty to ninety individual flowers per cluster. When this tree blooms, later than all other limes around

August and September, its characteristic lime fragrance can be detected from a great distance and the flowers are highly

attractive to insects. As such, the fringe-leaved lime significantly extends the lime flowering season, making it a particularly

valuable species for biodiversity.

For optimal growth, Tilia henryana should be planted in a sheltered microclimate. It tolerates shade fairly well and thrives on a

wide range of soils, as long as they are fertile, deep-rooted, and neither too dry nor too wet. Tilia henryana performs best when

grafted onto Tilia tomentosa, although trees grown on their own roots generally also grow well. Whether grown as a standard tree

or as a multi-stem specimen, the fringe-leaved lime is a striking and highly ornamental addition to parks and gardens and is

especially valuable for supporting biodiversity. In addition, this species is not affected by aphids and therefore does not suffer

from honeydew dripping.
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TYPES OF PLANTING

Tree types: standard trees, multi-stemmed trees, shade trees  |  Topiary on stem: multi-stem umbrella 

 

USE

Location: park, central reservation, in containers, roof garden, large garden, cemetery  |  Pavement: none  |  Planting concepts: food forest, Eco

planting 

 

CHARACTERISTICS

Crown shape: wide egg-shaped  |  Crown structure: semi-open  |  Height: 8 - 15 m  |  Width: 6 - 10 m  |  Winter hardiness zone: 8A - 10B 

 

ASPECTS

Wind: tolerant to wind  |  Soil: loess, sabulous clay, light clay, sand, loamy soil  |  Nutrient level: moderately rich in nutrients, rich in

nutrients  |  Soil moisture level: dry, moist  |  Light requirements: sun, partial shade  |  pH range: acidic, neutral, alkaline  |  Host plant/forage

plant: bees, butterflies, birds, nectar value 5, pollen value 5  |  Extreme environments: not affected by infestations of lice 

 

PLANTKENMERKEN

Flowers: corymbose, striking, pendulous, big, strongly scented  |  Flower colour: cream-yellow  |  Flowering period: August - September  |  Leaf

colour: buds orange, buds orange-red, buds bronze, bright green  |  Leaves: deciduous, cordate, polished, slightly hairy, dentate  |  Autumn

colour: yellow-orange  |  Fruits: discrete, small, nut  |  Fruit colour: grey-green  |  Bark colour: grey  |  Bark: slightly furrowed  |  Twig colour:

brown  |  Twigs: bare, thickly branched  |  Root system: central root 
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