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Dutch elm 'Fiorente' is a 1987 cross between Ulmus pumila from Lucca and Ulmus minor from Florence – originating from the

breeding program of Professor Lorenzo Mittempergher and Doctor Alberto Santini of the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

Florence, Italy. The selection was not released until 2006. 'Fiorente' is a medium to large tree, with increasingly upright branches

from bottom to top, moderate lateral branching, and a well-maintained central leader. The crown is pyramidal, rather slender at

the top, and the cultivar grows eighteen to twenty-five meters high and six to ten meters wide. In terms of shape, Ulmus 'Fiorente'

is comparable to Ulmus minor 'Sarniensis', and thus the tree is also well-suited for narrower streets.

The name Fiorente refers to its birthplace Florence in Tuscany and means 'flourishing' or 'sparkling', which refers to its foliage that

sparkles beautifully in the sun. The foliage is fresh green and yellow-green on young shoots. The leaves are small and have a

beautiful sheen. In autumn, they remain green for a long time: of all resista® elms, this selection retains its leaves the longest. In

young trees, the bark color is light gray to gray-green, later changing to reddish-brown and developing the length grooves typical

of elms. Dutch elm 'Fiorente' has upright, short twigs and a fine twig structure.

As a city, park, and avenue tree, Ulmus 'Fiorente' is very attractive due to its loose, elegant shape and fine foliage. The tree has a

very high resistance to Dutch elm disease caused by the fungi Ophiostoma ulmi and O. novo-ulmi. In addition, 'Fiorente' is very

wind and drought resistant. In field trials, this elm variety grows the fastest. Due to its rapid growth and good wood quality, Ulmus

'Fiorente' is certainly also interesting for wood production.

TYPES OF PLANTING

Tree types: standard trees 

 

USE

Location: street, avenue, square, car park / parking lot, park, central reservation, large garden, cemetery, traffic areas, industrial zones,

countryside, windbreak, coastal area  |  Pavement: none, open, sealed  |  Planting concepts: Climate planting, Landscape planting, Solid

planting, urban planting 

 

CHARACTERISTICS

Crown shape: pyramidal  |  Crown structure: semi-open  |  Height: 18 - 25 m  |  Width: 6 - 10 m  |  Winter hardiness zone: 4B - 8B 

 

ASPECTS

Wind: tolerant to wind, tolerant to coastal wind  |  Soil: loess, sabulous clay, heavy clay, light clay, sand, loamy soil  |  Nutrient level: moderately

rich in nutrients, rich in nutrients  |  Soil moisture level: dry, moist, wet  |  Light requirements: sun, partial shade  |  pH range: acidic, neutral,

alkaline  |  Host plant/forage plant: butterflies  |  Extreme environments: tolerant to salt spray, tolerant to dryness, tolerates air pollution,

tolerates heat, tolerant to short-term flooding, resistant to Dutch elm disease 5 

 

PLANTKENMERKEN

Flowers: discrete  |  Flower colour: pale violet  |  Flowering period: March - March  |  Leaf colour: bright green, buds pale green  |  Leaves:

deciduous, ovoid, small, polished, serrate, dentate  |  Autumn colour: yellow  |  Fruits: discrete  |  Fruit colour: brown, green  |  Bark colour: grey-

brown, grey-green, pale grey  |  Bark: furrowed, smooth, later on rough  |  Twig colour: red-brown  |  Twigs: bare, vertical branches, finely

branched, short shoots  |  Root system: deep, extensive, highly branched, on own root 
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